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Housing Access Initiatives in Massachusetts
The Housing Choice Initiative: “The Housing Choice 
Initiative provides incentives, rewards, technical assistance and 
targeted legislative reform to encourage and empower 
municipalities to plan and build the diverse housing stock that 
the Commonwealth needs to continue to thrive” 
(https://www.mass.gov/orgs/housing-choice-initiative)

Workforce Housing Initiative: “MassHousing has invested 
more than $100 million in its Workforce Housing fund, which 
supports the creation of rental housing that is affordable for 
households whose incomes are too high for subsidized 
housing but are priced out by market rents” 
(https://www.masshousing.com/en/developers/workforce-hou
sing)

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/housing-choice-initiative
https://www.masshousing.com/en/developers/workforce-housing
https://www.masshousing.com/en/developers/workforce-housing


Housing Initiatives in Massachusetts
Local Initiative Program (LIP): A state program that encourages the 
creation of affordable housing by providing technical assistance to 
communities and developers who are working together to create 
affordable rental opportunities.

 
How it works: “Developers seeking to build single or multi-family 
homes, condos or apartments where a certain percentage of the units 
are proposed to be affordable work with town officials to obtain 
approval. Such units must serve households below 80% of the area 
median income; the units must be subject to use restrictions to ensure 
that they remain in a community's affordable housing stock, and must 
be sold or rented on a fair and open basis.” 
(https://www.mass.gov/service-details/local-initiative-progra
m) 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/local-initiative-program
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/local-initiative-program


Housing Initiatives in Massachusetts
• The Council of Large Public Housing Authorities (CLPHA): 

“Housing Is helps broaden and deepen efforts to align 
housing, education, and health organizations to produce 
positive long-term outcomes for those experiencing poverty. 
Collaboration across systems and sectors—through shared 
goals, focused resources, and coordinated 
efforts—strengthens our collective ability to serve the needs of 
low-income individuals and families effectively and 
efficiently.” 
(https://clpha.org/programs/housing-is#:~:text=CLPHA's%20
Housing%20Is%20Initiative%20helps,outcomes%20for%20tho
se%20experiencing%20poverty.) 

https://clpha.org/programs/housing-is#:~:text=CLPHA's%20Housing%20Is%20Initiative%20helps,outcomes%20for%20those%20experiencing%20poverty
https://clpha.org/programs/housing-is#:~:text=CLPHA's%20Housing%20Is%20Initiative%20helps,outcomes%20for%20those%20experiencing%20poverty
https://clpha.org/programs/housing-is#:~:text=CLPHA's%20Housing%20Is%20Initiative%20helps,outcomes%20for%20those%20experiencing%20poverty


US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) 

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 
(HOPWA): “The Housing Opportunities for Persons 
With AIDS (HOPWA) Program is the only Federal 
program dedicated to the housing needs of people 
living with HIV/AIDS. Under the HOPWA Program, 
HUD makes grants to local communities, States, and 
nonprofit organizations for projects that benefit 
low-income persons living with HIV/AIDS and their 
families.” 
(https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/hopwa/) 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/hopwa/


Get involved in Housing 
Advocacy

• Massachusetts Coalition of the Homeless: “Created in 1981, the 
Coalition embraces a collaborative approach to unify people 
and mobilize resources to support its mission. The Coalition has 
been committed to tackling difficult problems that impact 
families and individuals who are experiencing homelessness or 
at-risk of losing their homes. It works to maintain awareness of 
the accelerating challenges of poverty and homelessness.” 
(https://mahomeless.org/elementor-350/) 

• Advocacy Committee Meetings: 
• Housing and Benefits Committee 
• Homeless Youth Providers Engaging Together (HYPET) Meeting 

https://mahomeless.org/elementor-350/


Get involved in Housing Advocacy
• Citizen’s Housing and Planning Association (CHAPA): “CHAPA's 

mission is to encourage the production and preservation of housing 
that is affordable to low and moderate income families and 
individuals and to foster diverse and sustainable communities 
through planning and community development. We achieve this by 
advocating for opportunity, expanding access to housing, and 
developing the field.” (https://www.chapa.org/engage)

• Committees: 
• Fair Housing Committee
• Rental Assistance Committee
• Building Blocks Coalition 
• Young Professionals Network
• Public Housing Committee 
• Production and Preservation Committee 

https://www.chapa.org/engage


Intro-level: Overview of Legislative Process
• Step 1: The process begins with an idea of how a law can improve 

the livelihood of all people
• Step 2: Laws usually originate from proposals sponsored by 

legislators, the governor, or from recommendations of a 
department or agency, BUT it can also emerge from an idea that a 
member of the public believes should become law

• Step 3: Petition is filed in the House or Senate, accompanied by a 
bill that is assigned by a number and referred to a committee 

• Step 4: Committee holds a public hearing and hears testimony 
regarding the petition from the public, government officials, and 
officeholders. After the hearing is held, the committee issues a 
report recommending whether the petition “ought to pass,” 
“ought not to pass,” by subject to further study or discharged to 
another committee



Intro-level: Overview of Legislative Process
Public hearings provides the public the opportunity 
to take ACTION towards representation

• Testimonies can be submitted online at 
https://malegislature.gov/ 

• Create a MYLEGISLATURE account 
• With MYLEGISLATURE account you can follow specific 

bills so you may be notified of updates 
• MYLEGISLATURE account also provides you a list of 

upcoming hearings 
• Clicking on the link for hearings directs you to the 

agenda and event details
• Underneath event details there will be instructions on 

how to submit a testimony, if applicable

https://malegislature.gov/


Intro-level: Overview of Legislative Process
• Step 5: When a bill is reported favorably, it 

appears in the Journal of the House and 
Senate and is given its first reading, usually 
followed by referral to another committee 
or further review. A measure reported 
adversely will not proceed unless a vote of 
either branch overturns the unfavorable 
report 

• Step 6: Upon the second reading of a bill, it 
is subject to debate, motions, and 
amendments 

• Step 7: Upon a favorable vote after the 
debate, the bill is ordered to a third reading 
and is then referred to the Committee on 
Bills in the Third Reading 



Intro-level: Overview of Legislative Process

• Step 8: The committee examines the bill for the legality, 
constitutionality, and the duplication or contradiction of 
existing law. After a thorough review, the bill is released and 
heads back to the House or Senate floor for a third reading

• Step 9: Upon the third reading of the bill, it is again subject to 
debate, motions, and amendments in the House or Senate. Once 
discussion concludes, a vote is taken on whether to pass the bill 
to be engrossed



Action Request  
Open a MYLEGISLATURE Account

1. Click here to 
activate drop box

2. Select “Not Registered?” 
to activate pop up



Action Request

3. Enter your email and 
create password

4. Click “register” button. You should receive an 
email confirmation with a link to complete 
profile, view legislature pages, and 
MYLEGISLATURE page to view your progress



Thank You
My Message to those living with HIV:

The pandemic ends with us THRIVING
Please feel free to contact me for further 

questions at 
anoguera@aidsprojectworcester.org

Or 
508-755-7337

mailto:anoguera@aidsprojectworcester.org

