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Why Sex Work Decriminalization?
This Activist Academy team focused on the importance of sex work decriminalization to highlight
the ways in which criminalization and stigma contributes to the HIV/AIDS public health crisis in
Massachusetts. Informed by advocates with lived experiences in the sex trade, full decriminalization
would eliminate signiﬁcant barriers for access to healthcare and housing.
In community building, policy creation, and public health advocacy, the experiences of trans and
BIPOC sex workers are often overlooked. Our advocacy focus centers these experiences and works
to contribute to existing conversations about sex work decriminalization happening within
Massachusetts.
The focus of this project was timely, as conversations within the MA legislature continued during the
creation of our project around MA bill H.1867, an act to promote the health and safety of people in
the sex trade.

Our Project
🎬 Film

🌱 Goals

We produced a 25-minute educational ﬁlm to
contribute to the conversation around sex work
decriminalization. It features the perspectives of
former sex workers, community advocates,
legislators, and research experts in the ﬁeld.

1)

Reduce stigmatization and facilitate conversation
around sex work and sex work decriminalization
legislation

2)

Create a sustainable, long-term project that can
persist beyond the legislative process, providing
support and resources for target populations

🎤 Symposium

3)

Uplift, support, and highlight networking
opportunities to create awareness for organizations
and sex workers already advocating for sex work
decrim

We debuted the ﬁlm at an organized
symposium, complete with a panel of experts in
the ﬁeld to answer audience questions and
create awareness about sex work decrim
legislation.

Out of the Shadows
The Movement to Decriminalize Sex Work

DECRIMPACT Symposium
Public Health

Public Policy
Melissa Sontag Broudo, SOAR Institute
Ben Klein, GLAD
Lindsay Sabadosa, MA State Representative

Jasmine Tasaki, Black & Pink National
Tami Haught, Sero Project
Chauncey McGlathery, Sero Project
Shawn Vee, Consent Matters

Moderated by: Michael Cox, Black & Pink MA
ASL Interpretation: Shari Coon & Lori Whynot

Moderated by: Maya Correa, Getting to Zero MA
ASL Interpretation: Elizabeth Platt & Sharon Ploeger

Tea Time Panel
Chastity Bowick, Transgender Emergency Fund
Bella Robinson, Coyote RI
Tara Burns, Coyote RI
Shawn Vee, Consent Matters
Moderated by: Adrianna Boulin, Fenway Health
ASL Interpretation: Shari Coon & Lori Whynot

✨ Trust the Process ✨

Next Steps
• Film was posted on Fenway Health’s YouTube
•
•

•
•
•
•

channel for viewing access
The ﬁlm will be screened at the Transgender
Emergency Fund, and Black & Pink MA
Fellows will develop a ﬂyer to be distributed to
academic programs for educational viewings and
speaking engagements to continue conversations
around the Commonwealth
Our team members will continue their own
advocacy eﬀorts outside of the fellowship
Possibility of another symposium in collaboration
with one of our community partners
We are hopeful that next year there will be a Sex
Work Decrim team again at the Activist Academy
to continue this work
Our fellows will be supporting advocates as they
reﬁle H.1867 in the next legislative cycle in MA

Barriers & Obstacles
• COVID-19 precautions
• Hosting the symposium
•

safely
Filming logistics

• Finding ﬁlm participants &
symposium panelists
• Rolling with changes to
symposium layout and
venue
• Time constraints
• Staying within budget

What was Learned?
• How to direct and produce a documentary (and how
•
•
•
•
•
•

to write a script!)
The incredible passion behind sex work advocacy
The diﬀerences between sex work decriminalization
models (and the importance of centering lived
experience when picking a stance!)
How to create an engaging virtual symposium
How to be better (and persistent!) advocates and to
create space for those with expertise through their
lived experiences
That not everything is going to be perfect, and there
will always be learning opportunities within advocacy
And so much more…

Moving Forward

Rayna will be graduating in
May with her M.A. & M.P.P. and
looking for a job in public policy
and community advocacy!

Maya will continue to pursue
her MPH at Boston University!

Ivana will continue to work at
Michael J Fox Foundation and
apply for law school to become
a social justice lawyer!

Stephanie will continue to
pursue her MPH at Boston
University!

Jason will continue to work at
Fenway Health and develop
programming that empowers
the trans community!

Andrew will also continue to
pursue their MPH at Boston
University!

Thank
you!

